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Resource reviews
By Angela Owens and Phillip Rowell

Learning at home series - Learning to read
Learning to read
is the second title
published by Early
Childhood Australia
in the Learning at
home series, which
later became the
Everyday Learning
Series.
This book is aimed at
parents and carers
of young children and is written in clear, easy to
read language. It focuses on ways to extend and
build upon individual children’s strengths by using
everyday experiences and interactions. Because
Learning to read has been primarily developed
for use by families at home, many of the
suggestions for literacy activities revolve around
resources that are part of every day life, such as
magazines, newspapers, street and shop signs
and advertising catalogues. The resource explores
ways that adults can use these to help children
to learn about communication and how to make
meaning from symbols and texts.
Learning to read promotes the value of
meaningful adult interactions with children to
support their reading development. It discusses
ways that adults can use conversations, singing
and games to facilitate children’s understanding
of their world. It includes sections on supporting
reading and literacy development in babies,
toddlers, preschoolers and early school age
children.
While Learning to read is written principally for
families, the ideas and activities can easily be
adapted for use in early and middle childhood
settings. Child care professionals may find this
resource useful as a catalyst for reflecting upon
and extending the strategies they already use to
promote children’s literacy in child care settings n

Arthur, L. (2003). Learning at home series, Learning to
read (2). Canberra: Early Childhood Australia Inc..

Round Fish Square Bowl
This children’s book explores how language can
sometimes unintentionally label individuals so that
they feel different. The book’s author helps the
reader to understand the power of language by
referring to common colloquial phrases, such as
‘stubborn as a mule’ and lessons from stories such
as The Tortoise and the Hare, which are often
used to describe someone’s character.
Through popular fables and idioms, this book
celebrates the concept of ‘difference’ and
focuses on how differences can be positive traits
which reward the individual for being unique. For
example, the book asserts that while someone
may be as ‘poor as a church mouse’ they can
also be ‘rich with family and friends’, challenging
the idea that wealth is only a measurement of
money or material possessions.
This resource can be used in children’s
programs to open up discussions with children
about perceptions and stereotypes relating to
‘difference and similarity’ in gender, culture and
family lifestyles. Child care professionals can also
use this book to support children to develop
an appreciation and respect for their own and
others’ differences.
With the use of bright and simple illustrations,
some of which are instantly recogniseable from
other stories such as The Ugly Duckling and Alice
in Wonderland,
this book is
suitable for
children aged
three and over n

Skinner, T. (2007). Round Fish Square Bowl. Sydney: New
Frontier Publishing.
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Website reviews
By Lauren Boyle and Angela Owens

Partnerships for Children
www.rch.org.au/ecconnections/
partnershipsforfamilies

autismhelp.info
www.autismhelp.info/main.htm
The autismhelp.info website aims to increase
understanding of autism spectrum disorder,
which is a lifelong developmental disability. The
site provides practical strategies and resources
tailored to suit the needs of professionals working
with children who have autism.

This resource has been developed by the Centre
for Community Child Health. It recognises the
fundamental importance of partnerships between
child care professionals and families in providing
quality care for children.
The website promotes the development of ‘early
learning service communities’ in which services
play a key role in supporting families. The resource
aims to assist services to recognise what they
are already doing well in their partnerships with
families, and to build upon their current strengths.
The resource acknowledges that developing
effective partnerships with all families can be
challenging, and offers practical advice and
support for services to identify and overcome
potential barriers to collaborative relationships.
The three main elements of the website cover
information about partnerships and their value,
strategies for developing effective partnerships,
and tools to support this.
The ‘tools’ section includes practical resources
such as reflective questions for professionals,
sample forms and letters to support
communication with families and sample family
questionnaires/surveys. The tools are adaptable,
so that each service can modify them to meet
their particular needs and circumstances.

The website is divided into sections for childhood
educators to gauge and understand the effects
of autism in children in preschool through to
tertiary education. Resources are separated
into sections that cover how to include
children with autism, behaviour management,
strategies for encouraging social interaction,
and understanding autism specific personality
traits such as communication difficulties,
obsessions and inflexibility, sensory issues and skill
development.
In the ‘What is Autism?’ section, services can
find an interactive page with animation and
sounds representing the common characteristics
of autistic behaviour. This page is designed
to increase understanding of autistic specific
behaviours, for example, repetition of words or
inappropriate laughing and giggling. There is also
a comprehensive documentary style presentation
in the ‘What is Autism Spectrum Disorder?’
section which may assist child care professionals
to understand characteristics and behaviour of
children with autism.
Other links provided on the website include
information for health care practitioners,
accessing community and respite care, and
employment support services for adults with
autism spectrum disorder. There is also a section
covering recommended reading, weblinks and
services available n

The information provided on this website is
clear, professional and easy to navigate. While
aimed primarily at early childhood settings, the
information provided could be used by outside
school hours care professionals to strengthen their
partnerships with families n
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